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MEMORANDUM 



TO 



FROM 



All School Board Members, Superintendents, Instructional 
Personnel, Parents, and Pupils 



State Commissioner of EduooyLon, Floyd T. Christian 




SUBJECT: High Priority Objectives For Reading In Florida (Ages 7 and 9) 



We have made significant progress in our plans to assess Florida's public 
schools. General educational goals and measurable educational objectives 
for readxng which specify desired outcomes for students and staff have 
been adopted by the State Board of Education and are being presented to 
the public. Educational objectives for writing, mathematics and other 
subjects are being prepared for use in the next two years in accordance 
with the Educational Accountability Act of 1971. 

Educational objectives for reading, the first and most basic of subiects 
are presented in the following pages. Clarification of these and other ' 
objectxves is necessary to help promote confidence and understanding of 
public education. 



I am pleased to present them to you. 



IN1R0DUCTI0N 



State Board of Education adoption of comprehensive educational objectives 
for Florida by the 1973-74 school year is required by Section 229.053(2) (a) 
Florida Statutes, and Chapter 71-197, Laws o£ Florida. Objectives must be con- 
sistent with the general Goals of Education in Florida which were adopted by 
the State Board of Education on April 6, 1971, and should specify desired out- 
comes for students which can be measured. These educational objectives are 
consistent with accreditation standards, and will be used as the basis for 
assessing the skills, knowledge and progress of students and the quality of the 
public school system. 

Objectives for reading are to be established during the 1971-72 school 
year, for mathematics and writing during the 1972-73 school year, and for 
other subjects in 1973-74. 



RATIONALE 



The Department of Education singled out reading for the first element 
of the statewide assessment of the public school system because: 

1. Communication skills in general, and reading in particular, are 
the basis for learning new knowledge and progressing in all areas* 
and 

2. A major purpose of the public school system is to assist all students 
to acquire a working knowledge of reading, writing, speaking and 
arithmetic during the elementary school years. 



PROCEDURE 



Florida's sixty-seven school superintendents nominated 112 reading 
specialists and 236 classroom teachers to select from a comprehensive list 
of reading objectives* those which were relevant for learners in Florida 
appropriate for mastery by students 7 years of age and 9 years of age, and 
which were logically consistent with adopted goals. Department of Education 
specialists made a final selection of "highest priority" reading objectives 
from those selected by classroom teachers and reading specialists. 

*The comprehensive list of reading objectives was originally prepared by 
the Center for the Study of Evaluation. 



The objectives are divided into four groups: 



1. Group I. Ski lls Pfier&q visil a t o Rea ding. A3 j student* shall acquire 
lr>nfcua»« Grills basic to learning to~r<»a'd, including the aMlitv to 
listen. They shall acquire skills "vhich ciast studr-nta ?*sunl!.y have 
nor. developed nr^viom to ent ^cin^ school, .?ac;udJn:; *v -ma I dlrc.riinina- 
tion of letters and word fnncs; auditory dlscxirii".s:*1cT- of letters and 
word forms; auditory discrimination of speech swip'.!.*: vjtiitn wrds; 
association of printed letters with the sounds th-:y represent:; an»I the 
bl ending of a number of letter sounds to arrive at ths ^renunciation 
of words in one's oral usage* vocabulary. 

2* Group 2. SPSlh; in the Me chanic of Read ing. All student's shall 

develop menhaiticai and comprehension skill.': bjrailtaneou&iy.. Instruc- 
tion must b^gin with the most simple skills *»nd end with th<=s most 
conplex. Student.-? sh»l.l develop an increasing eight vocabulary and 
Jearn to identify unfamiliar vord., ihroup.si p'n.uucs c?ud w?c of context 
clues go that they way read with und<*rs Landing. 

3* Group 1. Skills io Ai d in Re ading Compreh ension, All students shall 
acquire an extensive and accurate vocabulary and le<:rn connotative and 
denotative meanings of the words, structural analysis, synonycus and 
hoteronyms. Ihey shall develop the ability to recall details, rind 
answers to specific questions, 3n<I understand ruain Ideas and .sequences 
of events from selected readings They shall learn to interpret what 
they read by recognizing cause and effect and by making inferences. 
They shall also learn to punctuate and capitalize. 

4. Group 4. Utilization of R&jdi ng Skills. All & Indents shall learn 
to read for purposes of obtaining information and for pleasure and 
shall develop different rates of reading for different materials. 
Ihey shall develop the ability to locate needed reading material, 
which requires the knowledge of alphabetical order, use of index, 
table of contents, dictionary, encyclopedia, library card files and 
skimning. Ihey shall learn to organize what they read by summarizing 
and outlining. 



HIGHEST PRIORITY OBJECTIVES FOR READING 



Hie minimum objectives for Reading are listed below, in the appropriate 
group, by ag«> level. For ease in communicating, the objectives are listed 
in a general order of difficulty within each group; that is, the easier 
objectives are listed first, while the more difficult objectives are at the 
bottom of the list in each group. There is an overlap between the lists for 
pupils 7 years of age and 9 years of age. This overlap permits the deter- 
mination of progress and retention from age 7 to age 9. 
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Reading Objectives fo v Aeg_7 

Group 1. Skills Prerequisite to Readt.xi 

1. Given an oral direction, the learner will! Jollot; it. 

2. Given the name of a body parL, the learner will locate it on himself, 
another person, a doll, or a picture. * 

3. Given a set of items or pictures, uie learner will identify those that 
are identical. 

4. Hie learner will watch items to illustrations of them. 

5- Given a word or phrase oralJy, the learner vj.ll select from among 

several pictures the one that repnisents the word or phrase. 
6* The learner will identify miner 

7. Shown part of an item, or a picture oi part of an item, the learner 
will identify the item. 

8. After hearing descriptive wordj, phrases, or sentences, the learner 
will select from a series of pictures the event or object that was 
described. 

9- Given two simple sentences which are identical except for one x*ord 
the learner will identify the different word. 
10- The learner will identify ? aii:s of '/ores that: rhywe and pairs of 
words that do not rhyme. 

11. Hie learner will identify fi.gv.res diat aru identical, though one is 
ro tated. 

12. The learner will identify right and left body parts. 

13. Given orally the function of a faiailinr object, die learner will 
identify that object , 

14. After listening to a selection, the learner will name its main 
characters. 

15. Given a set of upper- or low t r-case letters, the learner will identify 
the letters lh«?c are named. 

16. Given an upper- or lower-case letter, the learner will identity its 
corresponding lower- or upper-case form. 

17. After listening to a story, the learner will identify the main 
events in the proper order . 

18. Hie learner will identify words, pictures, or objects representing 
similar concepts. ° 

19. After listening to a selection, the learner wiJl identify its main 
ideas. 

20. Hie learner will identify words written in manuscript that beein 
with a designated letter. 

21. The learner will identify pairs of words beginning with the same 
consonant sounci and those beginning with different consonant sounds. 

LI. Alter hearing r. story, poem or passage in which an emotion is 
depicted, the learner will describe the amotion. 

23. The learner will identify from among several items those that belong 
to a given class or set. 6 

24. Hie learner will identify from among several items those that do not 
belong to a given class or set. 

25. The learner will identify words, pictures, or objects representing 
opposite concepts. 
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26. The Uanuyrwlll identify frow ^iven words or pictures those having 

the same beeinning consonant sound. 
?.7. Given words or pictures of objects, all but one ending with the same 

consonant sound, the learner wij I identify the One having a different 

r inai sound . 

28. The learner will identify pairs of words ending with the same conso- 
nant sound and those ending with different consonant sounds. 

29. Given a rhyming couplet with an incomplete last line and a group of 
words or pictures of objects, the learner will select the words 
which best complete the rhyme. 

30. The learner wiJl identify pairs of words containing the same medial 
consonant sound and those containing different medial consonant 
sounds . 

31. Trie laarner will identity from given words or picture? of objecto 
those having the sane medial consonant ^ound. 

32. The learner will classify several itcsis into groups according to hia 
own or a given rationale. 

33. The learner wilt identify from a set of words those containing a 
given consoaant sound in a specified position. 

34. The learner will differentiate, between phrases and complete sentences. 



Group 2. Skills irt> the Mechanics of Reading 

1. The learner will identify vowels in the alphabet or in words. 

2. The. ] earner will identify consonants in the alphabet or in words. 

3. Given known words or phrases, the learner will locate them in a 
given reading selection. 

4. Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the 
learner will identify the object whose name begins with the given 
consonant. 

5. Hie. learner will identify from a set of written words those beginning 
with the same single consonant sound as a given word. 

6. Given a new written word that is in his listening and speaking vocabu- 
lary the learner will identify an illustration or object related to 
that word. 

7. Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the learner 
will identify the object whose name ends with the given consonant. 

8. The learner will identify from a set of written words those ending 
with the same single consonant sound as a given word. 

9. The learner will identify the simple words making up a compound word. 

10. Given illustrations and sets of descriptive written words, phrases or 
sentences, the learner will select the word, phrase, or sentence which 
best describes each illustration. 

11. The learner will identify from a set of written words those containing 
the same single medial consonant sound as a given word. 

12. Given a word oraliy, or a picture of an object, the learner will iden- 
tify its medial single consonant. 

13. Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the learner 
will identify the object whose name contains the given consonant in 
the medial position. 



14. Given an oral word and a w"l:ifra rowoitati!: .>in*>1i:. hli+\v\ 

digraph) from th*t word, the jenrncr wilj Mcutity vhethcr tlie conso- 
nant is in the initial. p-iriJal, o- th.al nns^'on. 

15. Given words with similar denote tjr.xi, tha lez> will iienti/y the 
differences in connotation or nnsno*, 

16. The learner will choose from a iisL of ^o-dn with s-cilav me^in^s 
but with different connotations or nuances die r.mrect void :o com- 
plete a given sentence. 

Group 3 . Skills to Aid i n Re ading VontpraJmrtG ? on 

1. Ihe learner will identify the be* Liming o;: each n«i,. cnr.rf in ^ alireu 
passage. * 

2. The learner *,ill blantity tlir trading of each sertnrce :lr* a Qivui 
passage. 

3. After reading * selection, Lh* learner will answer rpcci, tr 
or find detailed information. * 

4. Given class members, :;>e le^rc-r will identify ^ditioua* *cmoer--* Jn 
the same class. 

5. The learner will .nW«.ify related words .si:at/v.u>,.f.: # 

6. Given a fantasy, fhu learner vill .identify events that couM not 
happen in rer.l life, 

7. Given a passage in whirh an cinotzicu is ronvo.yed, tkn Learnor 
identify the emotion described in ?:he passage. 

8. Given class members (words or statements), the learner will identify 
class concepts. 

9. Given class concepts f ' the learner will identify nxmbers belonging to 
each class. 

10. The learner will arrange a scrambled set of words sentences in 
logical order. 

11. Given an incomplete sentence, the learner vjll ec-mi-to. it b~ iden- 
tifying a word or phrase suitable to the context of the seoi-^r.' 

12. Given ^lass mcrabers, the learner win identify clauses to which thev 
belong. 7 

13. Ihe learner will classify data according to an identifiable rational* 
or system. 

14. The learner will answer questions about a given hypothetical situa- 
tion which require him to infer Information not. laterally or directlv 
stated in the situation as given. ' 

Group 4. Utilization of Reading Skills 

1. The learner will arrange given words in alphabetical order. 

2. The learner will correctly follow written instructions for task*. 
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Reading Objectives for Ape 9 

Group 1. Skills Prerequisite to Heading 

1. Given an oral direction, the learner will follow it. 

2. Given the name .of a body part, the learner will locate it on himself, 
another person, a doll, or a picture. 

3. Given a set of items or pictures, the learner will identify those that 
are identical. 

4. The learner will match items to illustrations of them. 

5. Given a word or phrase orally, the learner will select from among 
several pictures the one that represents the word or phrase. 

6. After hearing descriptive words, phrases, or sentences, the learner 
will select from a series of pictures the event or object that was 
described. 

• 7. Given the name of a part of the body, the learner will identify its 
function. 

8. The learner will identify right and left body parts. 

9. Given complete and incomplete items or pictures, the learner will 
supply the missing part to make the items or pictures identical, 

10. After listening to a selection, the learner will name its main 
characters. 

11. After listening to a story, the learner will identify the main events 
in the proper order. 

12. After listening to a selection, the learner will identify its main 
ideas. 

13. Given orally the function of a familiar object, the learner will iden- 
tify that object. 

14. Given two simple sentences which are identical except for one word, 
the learner will identify the different word. 

15. The learner will identify figures that are identical, though one is 
rotated . 

16. Given a set of upper- or lower-case letters, the learner will identify 
the letters that are named. 

17. Given an upper- or lower-case letter, the learner will identify its 
corresponding lower- or upper-case form. 

18. The learner will identify words written in manuscript that begin with 
a designated letter. 

19. The learner will identify the direction or position of a specified 
object. 

The learner will identify from given words or pictures those having 
the same beginning consonant sound. 

21. The learner will identify pairs of words beginning with the same conso- 
nant sound and those beginning with different consonant sounds. 

22. The learner will identify pairs of words ending with the 9ame conso- 
nant sound and those ending with different consonant sounds. 

23. The learner will identify pairs of words that rhyme and pairs of words 
that do not rhyme. 

24. Given a set of words, the learner will identify those that rhyme. ; 

25. The learner will identify the letters that immediately follow and J 
precede a given letter in the alphabet. 
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26. Given .? lower- or upper-case letter in cursive, the learner will iden- 
tify its corresponding upper- or lower-case form. 

27. Given a set of upper- or lower-case letters in cursive, the learner 
will identify the letter that is named. 

28. The learner will identify the cursive form of a given manuscript 
letter or manuscript form of a given cursive letter. 

29. The learner will identify words written in cursive that begin with a 
designated letter. 6 

30. The learner will identify from among several items those that belonn 
to a given class or set. ' ~ s 

31. The learner will identify from among several items those that do not 
holong to a given class or set. 

32. The learner will identify words, pictures, or objects representing 
similar concepts. fc 

33. The learner will identify words, pictures, or objects representing 
opposite concepts. 1 B 

34. The learner will classify several items into groups according to his 
own or a given rationale. " 6 

35. me learner will identify pairs of words containing the same medial 
consonant sound and those containing different medial consonant 
sounctr 



36. 

37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 

41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 

45. 

46. 
47. 

48. 

49. 

50. 



Given word.-, or pictures of objects, all but one ending with the same 
consonant sound, the learner will identify the one having a different 
r.uial sound. 

The learner „m identify from given words or pictures of objects 
those having the same medial consonant sound. 

The learner will identify from a sot of words those containing a 
given consonant sound in a specified position. 

The learner will identify, from given words or pictures of objects, 
those having the same vowel sound. 

Given words or pictures of objects, all but one containing the same 
vowel sound, the learner will identify the one having a different 
vowel sound. 6 ent 

Given a word orally, the learner will specify the number of syllables 
it contains. J 

After hearing a story, poem or passage in which an emotion is depicted, 
the learner will describe the emotion. F c ' 

SSTiSSl?! At r' ° r 3 PiCtUrC ° f Part ° f 30 ltem > thc l"rner 
will identify the item. 

Given a rhyming couplet with an incomplete last line and a group of 
words or pictures of objects, the learner will select the words which 
best complete the rhyme. w u 

Given a selection without an ending, the learner will identify an 
appropriate ending. y 

The learner will differentiate between phrases and complete sentences. 
Given two simple sentences, the learner will make a compound sen- 
tence by adding a coordinator. 

The learner will change a sentence by substituting two or more of its 
words with two or more other words of the same grammatical function 
The learner will substitute one word for another of the same syntac- 
tical function in a given simple sentence. 

The learner will complete or construct sentences using a given verb 
form* 
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51. The learner will construct complete sentences using past, present, 
and future forms. * 

Group 2. Skills in the Mechanics of Reading 

1. The learner will identify consonants in the alphabet or in words. 

2. The learner will identify vowels in the alphabet or in words. 

? 1 T Wri " en W ° rd th3t is in his lis tening and speaking vocabu- 
lary the learner will identify an illustration or object related to 
that word. 

4. Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the learner 
will identify the object whose name begins with the given consonant. 
^ tt Tnei ] "entify from a set of written words those beginning 
with the same single consonant sound as a given word. 

STT-J wr *" e " c ° ns ° nant and several pictures of objects, the learner 
7 w 3 11 1 ldentif y the ob^ct whose name ends with the given consonant. 

learner will identify from a set of written words those ending 
with the same single consonant sound as a given word. 
Given a word orally, or a picture of an object, the learner will iden- 
tity its medial single consonant. 

The learner will identify from a set of written words those containing 
the same single medial consonant sound as a given word. 
Given a written consonant and several pictures of objects, the learner 
will identify the object whose name contains the given consonant in 
the medial position. 

Given a word orally with a beginning consonant blend, the learner will 
identify from a list of written words those with the same beginning 
consonant blend as the given word. 

Given an oral word containing a short vowel sound, the learner will 
identify from a list of written words those containing the same short 
vowel sound as the given word. 

Given an oral word containing a long vowel sound, the learner will 
identify from among given written words those containing the same 
long vowel sound as the given word. 

From a list of written words, the learner will identify those that 
have the same short vowel sound. 

The learner will identify from given written words those containing 
snort vowel sounds. 6 



8. 
9. 
10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 



14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 



From a list of written words, the learner will identify those that 
have the same long vowel sound. 



The learner will identify from words given orally or from pictures 
of objects those that begin with a given written consonant blend. 
5T en » word orall y with a final consonant blend, the learner will 
identify from a list of written words those with the same final conso- 
nant blend as the given word. 

The learner will identify the simple words making up a compound word. 
Given known words or phrases, the learner will locate them in a given 
reading selection. 

Given a known word, the learner will identify its definition. 
The learner will identify from given written words those containing 
long vowel sounds. 



19. 
20. 

21. 
22. 
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23 
24 



25 
26 

27 
28 



Given pairs of written words, the learner will identify those con- 
taining the same diphthong sound and those containing different 
diphthong sounds. 

Given a written consonant digraph and several pictures of objects, the 
learner will identify the object whose name begins with the eiven' 
digraph. ° 

Given a written consonant digraph and several pictures of objects the 
learner will identify the object whose name ends with the given digraph. 
Given a written consonant digraph and several pictures of objects the 
learner will identify the object whose name contains the given digraphs 
in the medial position. y " 

Given an unknown compound word composed of familiar simple words the 
learner will identify the meaning of the impound. 

Given words in random order that may be combined into compound words, 
the learner will form compound words. ' 

29. Given a sentence containing one word of a compound word, the learner 
will use the context of the sentence to identify the missing part 

30. Given illustrations and sets of descriptive written words, phrases or 
sentences, the learner will select the word, phrase, or sentence which 
best describes each illustration. 

31. Given a written word ending with a consonant blend, the learner will 
substitute other final consonant blends to create new words 

32. Given an oral word and a written consonant (single, blend, or digraph) 
from that word, the learner will identify whether the consonant is in 
the initial, medial, or final position. 

33. The learner will complete given written words by adding the missing 
single vowel, vowel digraph, or diphthong. 

34. The learner will identify designated types of vowels in given written 
and oral words. 

35. The learner will divide given words into syllables. 

36. The learner will identify the primary and secondary accented syllables 
and the unaccented syllables of given words. 

37. Given an unfamiliar word in context, the learner will use context 
clues to identify the meaning of the word. 

38. Given an incomplete sentence, the learner will complete it by iden- 
tifying a word or phrase suitable to the context of the sentence. 
Given words with similar denotation, the learner will identify the 
differences in connotation or nuance. 

40. The learner will choose from a list of words with similar meanings 

but with different connotations or nuances the correct word to complete 
a given sentence. F 16 

Group 3. Skills to Aid in Reading Comprehension 

1. The learner will identify the beginning of each sentence in a given 
passage. ° 

2. The learner will identify the ending of each sentence in a given 
passage. 

The learner will identify the meaning of punctuation marks and capital 
letters. 



39. 



3. 
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4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 
10. 
11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 
17. 

18. 

19. 

20. 



21 

22. The 
23. 
24% 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 



*at°£ a rri" en CO^tractio,, • the «"1 identify the two words 

S^™acti i „„ s "" £y ^ le " er<S) "« 

TZs'" abbreVia " 0n ' "» «i" "entity the word for which it 

oppSi 8 : V i„t:^? M8 ' the lea ™- which sentences are 

Given a list of items or events from a familiar reading selection the 
se\\" S6qUenCe thCm " ^ ° rder ° f thelr occurrence s tne ^ 
Given a reading selection, the learner will identify key words phrases 
or passages important to the meaning of the selection. ' ? 

^enL^n ? 3 8lV6n Selectlon ' the le ^« will identify its main 
events in proper sequence. 

selection? 1 Wl11 id6ntlfy maln ldeaS and **1° T conce P ts of a 

SoiSnT^ 1 3 T er fr( 7 mem ° ry <* uestlons about the main idea, 
important facts, and general content of a selection he has read 

It Earner S£ f^fT" ^ —° ry 3 SeleCtl ° n h * ^ ^ 

^roTre^gtL^^r^ in 8iven pairs ° f word - ° f 

The learner will identify antonyms in given pairs of words lists of 
words, or reading selections. woras, lists of 

taTdEJLi* S6ntenCeS ' each « sin 8 the same multiple-meaning word 

^Jff^T*** ^ lea " er Wil1 each'differentlean- 
^learner will identify the root, prefix, or suffix of a given written 

The learner will add a prefix or suffix to « given root word makin* 
approprxate spelling changes in the root when necessary, ' 8 

a^\^ n p e „rI s 1 L 1 . ldentlfy PreflX6d ° r SUffiXed W " ds ^ -an the same 

^irs^^o^ ln 8lven pairs of words * iists - 

S^L We^ilfe? Wm ldent " y 6VentS could «* 

SES tha n t te a n re eS ; ake e bel ea : v n e e : Wil1 are realistic and 

ldenUfv P tne a8e M emotlon ls conveyed, the learner will 

Identify the emotion described in the passage. 

ldentifv P t„e a word^ U the learner 

identify the words or phrases conveying emotion. 

The learner will identify related words or statements. 
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30. 



The learner will identify specified figures of speech in reading 
selections. 



31. Given an incomplete passage, the learner will select or write a sen- 
tence to complete it. 

32. The learner will identify correctly and incorrectly used possessives 
in given phrases or sentences. 

33. The learner will identify the feeling or mood conveyed by a given 
selection. 

34. Given a new word and the meaning of its prefix, suffix, and/or root, 
the learner will identify the meaning of the new word. 

35. Given class members, the learner will identify additional members in 
the same class. 

36. Given class members (words or statements), the learner will identify 
class concepts. 

37. "Given class concepts., the learner will identify members belonging to 

each class. 

38. Given class members, the learner will identify classes to which they 
belong. 

39. The learner will classify data according to an identifiable rationale 
or system. 

40. Given a passage and a paraphrase of a statement appearing in that 
passage, ':he learner will locate the original statement in the passage. 

41. The learner will identify examples of literal and non-literal phrases 
or sentences in given selections. 

42. The learner will translate given examples of non-literal language. 

43. The learner will arrange a scrambled set of words or sentences in 
logical order. 

44. Given a scrambled set of sentences which make up a paragraph or 
passage, the learner will arrange them in logical order. 

45. Hie learner will describe how he would feel or what he would do if he 
were a designated character in a reading selection. 

46. Given a statement or passage involving cause and effect, the learner 
will identify f.be cause and the effect. 

47. The learner will answer questions about a given hypothetical situa- 
tion which require him to infer information not literally or directly 
stated in the situation as given. 

48. Given a reading selection, the learner will identify the author's 
purpose. 

49. Hie learner will identify correct and incorrect uses of inflected 
verb forms in given phrases or sentences. 

50. The learner will identify correct and incorrect uses of comparatives 
and superlatives in given written phrases and sentences. 

51. The learner will give his opinion concerning a current event or issue 
about which he has read* 

52. Given a reading selection, the learner will state whether it is 
relatively biased or unbiased. 

53. The learner will identify the missing element in a given analogy. 

54. Given a selection containing facts and conclusions drawn from those 
facts, the learner will explain whether or not the facts warrant the 
conclusions. 

55. The learner will identify in a given article or editorial the author's 
opinions and one or more reasons or statements on which each opinion 
is based. 



